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BOOK REVIEWS

Biochimie et Médecine, L. MASSART. Séries: Actualités Médicales. Ed. “Erasme”
S. A., Brussels, 1947, pp. 70.

The endeavours of the editors of the series of monographs: “‘Actualités Médicales” are to be
applauded. The medical man of today is not able — even to a limited degree — to keep abreast of
the innumerable important investigations and interesting results in the field of biochemistry. The
number of communications in the journals is overwhelming, especially since the conclusion of the
war, now recent discoveries made in America have penetrated to the rest of the world.

MassaRT gives a lucid review of number of subjects, derived from different departments of
biochemistry, which may serve to broaden the physician’s outlook and increase his scientific insight.
The author discusses the use of isotopes, enzymes and their signification for medicine, vitamins, vita-
genes (a new concept) and hormons (especially those of the pituitary gland), intermediary metabolism
(in which new conceptions regarding the metabolism of cholesterol are important) nutrition (little
but interesting), while attention is also paid to the departments bordering upon biochemistry, viz.
histochemistry and pathology.

To physicians who wish to keep abreast in some degree of the advances in a science, destined
to play an increasingly important part in their education and practice, the lecture of this well-written
booklet can be recommended.

This has also been published in a Dutch edition.

E. C. Novons (Amsterdam)

Les Inositols, by P. FLEURY ET P. BALATRE, Masson and Cie (1947). 165 pp.,
23 X 14.5 cm, Fr. 300.—.

In their Introduclon the authors state ‘Il nous a donc semblé que I'heure était venue o1 une
monographie, présentant un tableau aussi complet que possible de la chimie et de la biochimie des
inositols, pourrait étre susceptible de rendre service aux chercheurs en groupant dans un ordre aussi
logique que le permet la complexité du probléme l'ensemble des recherches effectuées a I’heure
actuelle de fagon a dégager les résultats acquis et & montrer en méme temps les incertitudes et les
contradictions qui régnent encore dans ce domain”.

The authors have, in fact, succeeded in producing a timely and most valuable contribution to
the literature of biological chemistry. This book is interesting to read, it is arranged with a logical
clarity and does emphatically indicate the complexities, uncertainties and contradictions reigning in
the field covered.

There is an exhaustive bibliography but no index beyond a fairly extensive Table of Contents.
Printer’s errors appear to be few and do not detract from the value of the book.

Professors FLEURY and BALATRE deserve hearty praise for their work.

D. J. BELL (Cambridge, England)



